cessive dogma of reified institutions of 
belief and the excessive spontaneity of 
beliefs largely produced by accusation, 
rivalry, and protest. Perhaps the answer 
to the self’s dilemma must be twofold, 
and religion and magic are the twin strat- 
egies of the social system that needs its 
individuals as much as they need it. 
None of this is to say that Stolen 
Lightning wavers in its understanding. 
Debate is the welcome response to a good 
and controversial book, and O’Keefe’s 
project is admittedly to give a descrip- 
tive, not a formal, theory of magic. The 
jacket copy hails it as a revolutionary 
study akin to the works of Frazer, Freud, 
and Max Weber, and while time is the 
best judge of boasts, Daniel O’ Keefe has 
certainly writgen a rich and impressive 
book with th potential to be a classic. 
Anyone with the slightest interest in 
magic will want to own it. The final test 
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of Mr. O’Keefe’s intelligent and enjoy- 
able book, however, will be whether it 
can check the superstitious avoidance of 
magic and open a space for additional 
scholarly debate on this ancient and en- 
during problem of mankind. 





Correspondence 
Se eee, 


(Continued from page 674) 
life. It is a common practice throughout 
the church. I had never dreamed it would 
be offensive to anyone. 
But come to think of it, if viewed in a 





Commonweal welcomes letters on sub- 
jects treated in its pages. Letters of not 
more than 250 or 300 words naturally 
have a better chance of being published. 


Clecak, Peter 


Critics’ Christmas choices 

Labor's painful dilemma 

: ‘Greedy steelworkers’? 

Bensman, David (with Jack Metzgar). . . .Steeling for battle 


Bernardin, Joseph L. 
Bishops and the bomb, The, nine responses 


‘<i 04a keen America’s social sin 


The New Right's failure 


is <tnncénsapaauaswuen A madder tea party 
The creationist controversy: 

the religious issue 

» detente eee ain A somber anniversary 
Religious Book Week’s 

Critics’ Choices 


Cullinan, Elizabeth 
Cunneen, Sally 


Shagbark hickory: a poem 
Israel’s scandalous course 


cCarthy redux 


John Cheever, R.I.P. 
Burtchaell, James Tunstead ...The future of our fellowship 


Cadnum, Michael 


The cape: a poem 

The reckoning: a poem 
Religious Book Week's 
Critics’ Choices: 
Ss SE cg OMG cc asccccctienencahunl The safety net 
Global time limit? 
Critics’ Christmas choices 
Preaching capitalism 


Downey, Thomas J. 


Downs, Peter 


Recounts, regrets 


The bishops and the bomb: 
stepping tentatively between 


prophetism and nationalism 


Commonweal: 698 


Coleman, John A. . 


Cort, John C. ..... 


Curran, Charles A. ........... The bishops 


a complex document for a ‘‘big church’’: 


Eliner, Steve ...... 


Espaillat, Rhina P. . 


certain light, it is a strange custom. Can 
one imagine St. Paul saying to the church 
of Ephesus or Corinth, ‘‘Timothy needs 
money, so urge donations for your 
prayers, hold a raffle, and start 
BINGO!”’? 

It is the viewpoint of dedicated Chris- 
tians such as Mr. Muccilli that forces us 
to rethink our practices and grow toward 
a fuller stature in Christ. We will still be 
praying here at the monastery. We will 
still accept donations. But we will cer- 
tainly be more conscious of the way this 
custom could be interpreted and we will, 
I am sure, be even more careful that our 
life of prayer never degenerates to an 
exercise in fundraising! 

Thank you, Mr. Muccilli, for helping 
our awareness of our own spiritual life to 
deepen. God bless you. 

(REV.) ANTHONY O. D’ERRICO, O.SS.T 
Order of the Most Holy Trinity 
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